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Environment: Commission asks I TALY toimprove collection and treatment of wastewater

The European Commission is askingly to improve the collection and treatment of wasédewn

from a large number of agglomerations around thenttyg. Under EU law, towns and cities are
required to collect and treat theirban waste wateas untreated waste water can put human health
at risk and pollute lakes, rivers, soil and coaatal groundwater. EU law stipulates that secondary
treatment had to be in place for all wastewatenfegglomerations with gopulation equivalenf
between 10 000 and 15 000 inhabitants, and fohdrges to sensitive areas such as freshwater and
estuaries from agglomerations of between 2000 8r@D0 inhabitants by 2005. The deadline was
in 2000 for all discharges from agglomerations vaighopulation equivalent of more than 15 000.
More stringent treatment had to be in place by 188&ll discharges from agglomerations with a
population equivalent of more than 10 000, discimgrgnto sensitive areas and their catchments.
The Commission considers that 817 agglomeratioitsiywith a population equivalent of more
than 2000 are failing to collect and adequatelgtttkeir waste water. Among the larger
agglomerations there are Rome, Florence, Naple®andSome agglomerations are also failing in
the obligation to apply more stringent treatmerdiszharges to sensitive areas. Some 20 Regions
and Autonomous Provinces are concerned: Abruzzsili@sta, Bolzano, Calabria, Campania,
Emilia Romagna, Friuli Venezia Giulia, Lazio, Ligayr Lombardia, Marche, Piemonte, Puglia,
Sardegna, Sicilia, Toscana, Trento, Umbria, Vakesta, and Veneto. Italy is also failing in the
requirement to remove phosphorus and nitrogen flischarges to 32 sensitive areas. Exchanges
with Italy have confirmed what the Commission vieagsa systematic breach of EU obligations,
and a reasoned opinion has therefore been sem@s$Jobncrete measures are taken to put an end to
the failure as soon as possible, the case mayféeae to the EU Court of Justice.




